an enormous influx of population into the Presidency town, and that the ratio is calculated only on the Census returns of 1871. The registered births have been fewer than usual in all the districts, and probably the high prices of food and scarcity more or less for many months past have been chief factors in checking the increase of population.
Deaths.?The number of deaths registered was 105,175, and the ratio of deaths to population is 43'3 per mille. But a glance at the return will show that it was in the famine tracts only that the mortality was inordinately high. Thus, in Nellore the ratio of deaths was 64*1 per mille, in Madras 132 G, Chingleput 55'7, Kurnool 65 6, Cuddapah 101*5, Bellary 93*3, North Arcot 74'2, and Salem 63 5. The mean ratio of mortality for these districts in February was 81*3, while in the remaining thirteen districts it was only 23*9 per 1,000.
Facts like these may be allowed to tell their own tale as to the influence of bad and insufficient food in the production of mortality, and in estimating the effects of the scarcity on the condition of the people they cannot be put aside as of no value.
Nearly one-half of the total mortality (51,103 deaths) is registered under the head of " Cholera." How much of this was due to cholera, and how much to bowel disorders connected with starvation, is not known; but it is significant that the eight famine districts account for 38,585 of the 51,103 deaths, stated to be due to cholera, and the inference is plain that, if cholera caused all these deaths, want and privation must be very powerful predisposing influences in preparing the way for epidemic cholera.
Small-pox caused 6,829 deaths. 
